
 With a determined attitude 
and a willingness to teach - or take 
legal action if she’s not being heard 
- Brianna Hammon is a young 
woman who personally made the 
state of Nevada, where she helps 
people who need speech-generating 
devices or supportive services, a 
better place to live for people with 
disabilities. Brianna, 27, is the 
librarian for the Center for Self 
Determination. The Center houses a 
library full of materials Brianna has 
chosen personally since she 
graduated from high school eight 
years ago. She has books (print, 
braille, and audio), videos/DVD’s 
that cover topics on disability 
history, culture (art, poetry, films 
and essays by people with 
disabilities) educational strategies, 
and civil rights.

Brianna was the treasurer for the 
local chapter of People First, a 

group that advocates for the rights 
of people with developmental 
disabilities to make their own 
choices. She hosts two People First 
meetings each month in Reno. 
Brianna is a proud woman with 
disabilities who stays busy! She 
even works with a national project 
that seeks to end the use of 
seclusion and restraint against 
children with disabilities in 
American schools (www. 
ourchildrenleftbehind.com).

In 2007, Brianna discovered that 
Nevada state officials made a rule 
that prevented people using 
Medicaid from getting speech-
generating devices. The rule was 
illegal under federal law. Brianna’s 
mother drove her to a Medicaid 
public hearing to see if they could 
help state officials understand why 
they were wrong. Because Brianna 
did not have a device, even though 

she needed one, her mother had to 
testify, asking Nevada officials to 
fix the rule. For many months, 
officials ignored Brianna’s plight, 
and changed nothing. Finally, 
Brianna introduced her local ADA 
attorney to two attorneys from the 
National Assistive Technology 
Advocacy Project. The attorneys 
found four other people who 
needed devices and they filed a 
class action lawsuit on Brianna’s 
birthday, May 19, 2008. The 
Nevada officials finally gave in, 
changed the rule, and settled the 
lawsuit.

Finally given the ability to speak 
for herself when the device came 
a month after the settlement, 
Brianna began to conduct 
trainings with two other People 
First members called the Hearts 
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Carson and Minden
The Carson and Minden chapters recently volunteered at 
FISH in honor of the 9/11 Day of Service. The chapters have 
also had an eclectic and interesting series of guest speakers.  
Katherine Knister from Silver State Fair Housing and 
representative from the Rural Regional Center recently spoke. 
Other speakers included Florence Phillips of the 
ESL Program, Susan Trist, Disability Support Services 
Coordinator at Western Nevada College, and RSVP Carol 
Anackerer of the Nevada Rural Counties’ Retired Senior 
Volunteer Program.  Chapter elections were held.  
James Watson was elected president.  Christine Powell was 
elected vice-president. Andrea Johnson was elected secretary 
and Margie Simpson will be the treasurer. The chapter 
recently held a BBQ for members and their families.  
Planning is underway for an upcoming fundraiser. Members 
will also be participating in this year’s Nevada Day Parade.

Elko and Winnemucca
The Elko chapter recently completed a service project in 
honor of the events of 9/11. We did a park cleanup at Main 
City Park.  You would be amazed at how many cigarette butts 
were found.  Our  most recent speaker was Brianne Moore, 
who spoke about the difference between checking and savings 
accounts, and gave us some tips on saving money. At our 
October meeting, we are going to have a costume contest. We 
will have prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places. The Winnemucca 
chapter is in the process of opening a bank account. We are 
also planning a community walk soon.  People First VISTA 
Scott Carter began taking a class at Great Basin College this 
fall semester. Congrats, Scott! 
 

Fallon and Fernley
The Fallon chapter recently held a BBQ where 57 people 
attended. Members gave out information on People First  at a 
booth. We served hotdogs and 25 pounds of donated 
hamburger to guests. Photographers snapped pictures of us 

having a lot of fun!!!!!!!  It was a great time. Both Fernley 
and Fallon chapters are working on plans for a fundraiser. 
Recently we had speakers come talk about Self Advocacy, 
Medicaid, and HIPPA rights, 

Las Vegas
It was a time for big changes.  We had to say goodbye to a 
great friend and mentor, Alex Cherup. Chapter President 
Kenneth Taycher talked to the group about Project VOTE.  
We had a enthusiastic dentist, Doctor Stokes stop by and talk 
about relaxation techniques when going to the dentist. 
Stephanie Zawislak from US Bank will speak about bank 
accounts at our next meeting. Members signed up for over 
200 hours of volunteer work for the 9/11 Day of Service. We 
are about to have a really big fundraiser with Dominos Pizza. 

Reno/Sparks
Within recent months the Reno/Sparks chapter has had some 
exciting things happen. They had a pleasant summer BBQ at 
Reno Chapter Member Rick Cline’s house. There was lots of 
delicious food and good company. Scott Harrington from 
NCED and Travis Mills recently talked about sheltered 
workshops and the grant that NCED is writing to keep people 
out of them.  The chapter had elections and re-elected Blanca 
Occna for president, Travis Mills for vice-president, Stan 
Rutherford for treasurer and Julie Burrus for secretary. There 
was also a fundraiser held September 7 at the Little Waldorf 
Saloon, where $362.00 was raised.

Mesquite
Newly established Mesquite chapter held a fundraiser and 
raised $113.00 in July and hosted a community Open House 
in September.  The chapter will hold meetings on the fourth 
Thursday of every month from 6:00-7:30 p.m.  So far there 
are ten members in the chapter. Many of the members are avid 
bowlers and hope to participate in Las Vegas at the Special 
Olympics later this year.

CHAPTER UPDATES

  From the President
Hello People First members, 

I hope you all had a great summer and a little time for “fun in the sun.” Now it’s time to roll up our sleeves and get down to 
business!!!! We have grown so much over the past eight years.  We’re only getting stronger and stronger! That is why I feel that 
it is time to spread our wings and FLY!!!!!
 
I am pleased to announce that the Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities has generously given another two-year 
grant to NCED to run People First of Nevada.  However as you may have heard our VISTA project is ending in June 2012. This 
means that in order to keep People First going, everyone needs to pitch in a little more. I am encouraging every member to 
give dues or give in-kind items. Maybe have a bring-your-own-dinner night, have a rotation of people that brings dinner, or a 
good old fashion pot luck.  I know this sounds scary, but we have the power to be a great sustainable, independent statewide 
organization. I know we can!

In the coming months, all of our officers will have training(s) on how to be a better officer, not like you are not now, but 
everyone can improve!  This is our time to SHINE!!!!! And with everyone’s united voices, we, People First of Nevada, can do 
anything!  Take care and keep on advocating!

Santa Perez , Statewide President, People First of Nevada 
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! Brianna, cont. from pg. 1

and Minds Project. The training 
helps people to understand 
issues facing people with 
disabilities including segregation, 
lack of choices and problems with 
access to medical care. Brianna and 
her friends trained advocates for 
the Center and made a presentation 
to the attendees at the statewide 
People First conference in 2009.

Brianna’s best and most important 
teaching has been at the Town Hall 
meetings held by the Nevada 
Legislature. Brianna testified in 
February of 2010 when Nevada 
was proposing to eliminate millions 
of dollars in funding intended to 
improve and support the lives of 
people with developmental 
disabilities. She waited all day in 
the midst of cranky people who 
simply did not want to pay taxes to 
help anyone and who testified over 
and over again about their desires. 

When she finally testified, late in 
the day, it was the most powerful 
three minutes many people have 
ever witnessed. Brianna’s 
testimony was instrumental in 
restoring millions in proposed cuts 
to programs for people with 
disabilities, as well as setting the 
tone for the work the legislators 
had to do to fix the budget. 

Brianna is absolutely in love with 
her Dynavox speech generating 
device. She can say all the things 
she has always wanted to say and 
she can say it fast as anyone else 
too! She can answer the phone, tell 
jokes, and help people to 
understand that having a disability 
is just a different way of life, and 
by no means a reason to give up or 
stop being a part of the community 
where you live. 

(Editor’s note - Excerpts from this 
article were used courtesy of Logan 
Magazine. Some information was 
updated as necessary.)

Carson City: 
First Wednesday, 5-7 PM

Frost-Yasmer Estates - 3rd Floor
1009 E. Fifth St.

(775) 687-5162 ext. 328

Elko:
Third Monday, 3:30-5PM

GBC - Griswold Hall
735 Walnut St. 
(775) 738-3247

Fallon: 
Third Wednesday, 5-7 PM 

Saint John’s Church
1170 S. Taylor
(775) 428-1385

Fernley: 
First Tuesday, 4-6 PM

Fernley Industries
1301 Financial Way

(775) 428-1385

Las Vegas: 
First Friday 6-7:30 PM

Nevada PEP Office
2101 S. Jones Blvd

(702) 369-7859

Minden: 
Third Friday, (Call for times)

Minden Library
1625 Library Lane

(775) 687-5162 ext. 328

Reno/Sparks: 
Second Thursday, 5-7 PM

Kietzke Plaza
4600 Kietzke Ln., Suite B111

(775) 682-9060

Winnemucca: 
Second Thursday. 5-6 PM

Las Margaritas
47 E. Winnemucca Blvd.

(775) 738-3247

Mesquite:
Fourth Thursday, (Call for times)

Veterans Center
840 Hafer Lane
(702) 345-5116

Statewide Monthly Chapter Meetings
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Brianna is absolutely in love 
with her Dynavox speech 
generating device. She can 
say all the things she has 
always wanted to say and she 
can say it fast as anyone else 
too! 

	
 Most people have heard of the Peace Corps but 
not many know of its domestic counterpart, AmeriCorps. 
AmeriCorps is a national network of programs, among 
them VISTA (Volunteers In Service to America), which 
was designed specifically to fight poverty.

Linda Taylor is the newest VISTA member with the 
Nevada Center for Excellence in Disabilities’ People 
First Self Advocacy VISTA project.  Linda will be 
facilitating chapter activities in the Mesquite area. “My 
focus in Mesquite is to help people with disabilities in 
coordination with other programs such as the Nevada 
Center for Excellence in 
Disabilities, the Governor's 
Council on Developmental 
Disabilities and AmeriCorps," 
Taylor said.

"Over 80 percent of people 
with disabilities live in 
poverty, and my ultimate goal 
will be to create a sustainable 
group within our community 
of people with disabilities and 
to give them a strong voice on 
those issues that affect them,” 
she added.

Taylor's initial challenge will 
be to start a People First 
chapter in Mesquite similar to 
the eight other chapters 
throughout the state. The People First concept is the 
belief that persons with disabilities “are people first”, 
who also happen to have disabilities. There are currently 
People First chapters in Reno, Winnemucca, Carson 
City, Elko, Fernley, Fallon, Las Vegas, Minden/
Gardnerville, and now in Mesquite.

“The People First chapter will consist of an elected 
president, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer, all of 
whom will have a disability, so they will know 
personally what the needs of the members of the group 
are,” said Taylor.

She went on to say, “The group will hold regular 
meetings and address issues of adequate housing and 
transportation, having equal employment opportunities, 

educational opportunities and having the same legal 
rights as those without a disability. People First will 
teach members about self advocacy and self 
determination. Statewide, People First has already 
helped pass two bills in the Nevada legislature dealing 
with disability issues.”

As a secondary project, Taylor will also work with the 
local high school as part of the Youth Transition Project, 
that will address issues faced by high school students 
with disabilities. Teens will be given the information, 
training and support necessary to achieve success in 

college or in the job market. 
The Youth Transition Project 
is a collaborative effort 
between Family TIES of 
Nevada and the Nevada 
Center for Excellence in 
Disabilities.

“Life is about choices,” said 
Taylor. “And we want to make 
sure that people who have a 
disability are aware of all the 
choices available to them. I 
am looking for families or 
individuals who have 
developmental disability 
issues in their lives who want 
to join our new People First 
group. There are a wide 
variety of resources to explore 

and VISTA is here to help,” said Taylor.

The People First group will also be seeking support from 
local businesses that will be interested in helping with 
this cause.

For further information, contact Taylor at 702-345-5116

(Editor’s note - This article was used courtesy of John Taylor.  
Information was updated as necessary for accuracy.  People 
First of Nevada’s Mesquite chapter recently held an Open 
House and informational meeting.  Its first official meeting 
will take place in October)

Maria Vasquez of Greenwillow, left, confers with Linda Taylor, new People 
First VISTA about client issues in Mesquite. Photo by John Taylor.

WELCOME
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Welcome our newest VISTA, Linda Taylor, who was featured in the following article, excerpted	  
from the Mesquite Citizen Journal.



PROJECT UPDATES ..

The Youth Transition Project (YTP) of Nevada seeks to 
help transition- aged youth with disabilities to identify 
their interests, skills, and goals.  Young adults learn to 
translate their strengths and passions into possible 
educational opportunities or meaningful employment. 
There are Youth Transition Projects in Carson City, Elko, 
Fallon, Las Vegas, Reno/Sparks and Mesquite. 

Elko
YTP VISTA Cindy Cummins-Martin has started teaching at 
Elko High every other Friday. She just had a meeting with the 
Special Education Board in Spring Creek and will soon begin 
teaching transition classes at Spring Creek High every other 
Wednesday. 

Reno
YTP VISTA Kathy Rodriguez continues to teach in local high 
schools and will be starting a Club Pal program in Sparks, 
(see below). She is continuing her weekly work at the Boys 
and Girls Club.  This summer, Kathy helped counsel a couple  
of fun camps. One of the camps was sponsored by the 
Washoe County School District where students got hands-on 
job training. She was also a counselor at the CRAVE camp in 
Las Vegas, where students learned new skills for college as 
well as employment. 

Las Vegas 
The Youth Transition Project in Las Vegas did not wilt in the 
hot desert summer!  We continued to work with individuals 
with disabilities to improve their speaking and self-advocacy 
skills through our “Talk the Talk” program.  Five students 

from two high schools (in addition to the original three with 
whom we piloted the program) have participated in creating 
presentations which include power point programs to 
accompany their speeches.

Mesquite
YTP VISTA Linda Taylor is currently planning and meeting 
with area schools to begin self-determination and transition 
training in the Mesquite area. Linda joined us in June. 
Welcome Linda!!

Fallon
YTP VISTA Owen Erquiaga has been reviewing and 
modifying the curriculum in preparation for classes at 
Churchill County High School. “I have met with the teacher 
to set up a regular schedule of once a week. I have been to the 
class one time, as of 9/20.” I will be discussing basic safety 
when traveling in the community and basic directions so 
students can navigate easily on their own should they be lost 
or in danger”. Owen joined us in June. Welcome Owen!!

Carson City
YTP VISTA Deven King recently began teaching at Carson 
High School.  “My first day teaching felt weird and I was 
slightly nervous. It was a weird because the ten kids knew me 
as a friend and now I am teacher to them. At first it was hard 
for them to pay attention, but the more serious they noticed I 
was the faster they caught on...”. Deven also supervised a 
local Glee club that performed at the Boys and Girls Club of 
Western Nevada's biggest auction. All of the proceeds go 
towards the club. Deven joined us in June. Welcome Deven!!

The Youth Transition Project starts an exciting new program for 
youth with disabilities.

       Social relationships are a basic but vital component to a meaningful and fulfilling life. The 
relationships we create throughout our lifetime lead to an increased support network, increased opportunities, greater sense 
of self, greater sense of community and greater awareness of socially acceptable practices. Unfortunately, many 
individuals with intellectual/developmental disabilities are denied meaningful, inclusive peer relationships and activities 
due to limited exposure and opportunities which can lead to a decrease in self esteem, increased risk of isolation, lack of 
competitive job opportunities and increased dependence on state and federal programs. 

The “Club Pal” program will create opportunities for individuals with intellectual/developmental disabilities to foster 
inclusive and meaningful peer relationships through naturally occurring activities by pairing students with IDD with non 
IDD peers to attend the school clubs of their choice. Both Youth Transition and People First VISTA’s will begin 
introducing this program to schools across the state this Fall. Club Pal facilitators will provide information to members 
without IDD on People First language and etiquette. 

A success story would look like this: Let’s say that John is a student with IDD who is interested in art and drawing. He 
would like to join the art club but is unsure and needs some encouragement.  Jake is a student without IDD who is in the 
art club at school. After hearing all about the program and what it means to be a “Club Pal”, Jake and John are both 
interested.  The Club Pal facilitator, with the support of the school, teachers and/or counselors arrange for John and Jake to 
meet. Jake and John walk together to each meeting, Jake introduces John to fellow club members, helps guide John 
through the club activities, provides encouragement and friendship. 

CLuB Pal
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PROGRAM

Where can a freshly minted high 
school graduate learn the ropes of 
navigating a college campus, gain 
knowledge about how to prepare a 
resume, make a positive impression 
in a job interview, and become a 
valued employee?  At the Career, 
Recreation, and Vocational Education 
(CRAVE) Camp, of course!  Twenty-
eight students came together from Las 
Vegas, Elko, Ely, Reno, Carson City, 
and Pahrump for five memorable 
days on the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas campus from June 26-30.  

The CRAVE Camp enabled recent 
high school graduates from 
throughout Nevada to experience 
what college life is like. Students and 
“learn an incredible amount,” in the 
words of one student.  Participants 
lived on campus, slept in the 
dormitories, and ate in the Student 
Union.  They attended classes from 
9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 

The students toured the campus, 
learning about helpful resources.  Participants took part in mock interviews, played games which emphasized teamwork, and role 
played in order to develop self-advocacy skills together.  Students also gained knowledge in separate areas of emphasis and 
instruction geared toward either college admission or employment opportunities. 

For the students who took the education track, topics covered in the classroom portion of the camp included the steps necessary to 
have a successful college career, filling out mock FAFSAs (Free Application for Federal Student Aid), and creating a realistic 
personal budget.  Students who opted for the employment tract received a career assessment packet from the BVR, learned how to 
structure long and short term goals, and gained practice filling out job applications.  Students also heard from speakers in the 
business community and left the camp with a completed resume.

However, it was not all work and no play.  Camp counselors injected fun, liveliness, and a social element as well.  Various evening 
activities included dodge ball games and a trip to see the Vegas ‘51s game.  Students created often-humorous skits demonstrating 
what they had learned. These activities kept spirits high and created camaraderie among the participants.  

The camp was sponsored and staffed through the collaborative efforts of the Bureau of 
Vocational Rehabilitation (BVR), the Nevada Center for Excellence in Disabilities (NCED), 
the VISTA Youth Transition Project (YTP), the non-profit agency Rebuilding All Goals 
Efficiently (RAGE), the job-development agency Assessing Services and Programs for 
Individuals Services (ASAP, Inc.), the Clark County School District (CCSD), and, of course, 
UNLV.

Near the completion of the camp, each student met with advisors and a job developer who 
connected them with six-week paid internships. These internships attempted to match 
students’ interests to jobs, which began when the camp ended.  On the last evening, there was a 
farewell banquet, which included family and friends.  Students and guests watched a video of 
the week’s camp experiences.  All of the participants received a copy to take home, along with 
a certificate of completion.  A very satisfied student said that the camp had changed his life and 
he would remember it forever.  Counselor Jessica Felix says she herself looks forward to the 
camp all year.  Friendship, fun, life skills, and learning, made this camp a resounding success!

CRAVE students and counselors together for a group photo.

“The kids there were 
amazing and really 
touched my heart.  I 
am eternally grateful 
for the experience.” 

- CRAVE Camp 
Counselor, Cynthia 
Cummins - Martin
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CRAVE 2011- by Judy Johnston



  DOWN SYNDROME NETWORK OF NORTHERN NEVADA NEWS

Stepping Up for Down Syndrome

The 6th Annual Down Syndrome Network of Northern 
Nevada Buddy Walk® took place Saturday, October 1st 
at the Sparks Marina. More than 1,000 people attended 
the event, which raised awareness and approximately 
$30,000 in funds for programs that benefit people with 
Down Syndrome and their families.

This year in particular marked the return of some great 
talent who support the Buddy Walk by appearing in the 
public service announcement for the organization and 
event.  Stars appearing in the PSA included Nancy 
O’Dell, Chris Burke, Albert Pujols and Meredith Vieira, 
among others.

The Buddy Walk Program welcomes participants of all 
ages and abilities. The goals of the program are to 
promote acceptance and inclusion of people with Down 
syndrome and to positively influence local and national 
policy and practice. Last year alone, Buddy Walk events 
raised more than $10 million to benefit national 
education and advocacy initiatives, as well as local 
programs and services. All funds raised through the 
Buddy Walk support both local and national programs.

The (DSNNN) Buddy Walk featured the Sparks Fire 
Department, a bounce house, tumble bus, music, food, 
and team contests with great prizes from local sponsors. 
The DSNNN Buddy Walk is one of more than 275 
Buddy Walks taking place in cities across the country 

and in select international locations this fall to celebrate 
Down Syndrome Awareness Month in October. To learn 
more, visit www.buddywalk.org, or contact Brittani 
Keefe at Down Syndrome Network of Northern Nevada 
at dsnnninfo@gmail.com 

Many thanks to our board members, judges, volunteers, 
sponsors and participants for helping to make this year 
one of our most successful yet! 

  UPCOMING EVENTS
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October is Disability Awareness Month!!! Find out what you can do in your community to help raise 
awareness!!!!

Las Vegas:  People First of Nevada - Las Vegas Chapter Fundraiser - October through December.  Buy 
Dominos Pizza Saver Cards and help raise money.  All proceeds go to “PF/LV”

Mesquite:  PF/Mesquite Chapter Meeting. October 27th.  Come join our new chapter for our first 
meeting!

Carson City:  Nevada Day Parade.  October 29th

Statewide:  Make a Difference Day of Service. October 22nd. Get out there and and get involved!!!!

Down Syndrome Network of Northern Nevada 
(DSNNN) Buddy Walk® Encourages Participants to 
Take Strides Towards Acceptance and Inclusion for 

People with Down Syndrome

VOLUNTEERS	  WANTED

Are	  you	  a	  local	  professional	  or	  student	  
interested	  in	  advocacy	  or	  disability	  issues?

People	  First	  is	  currently	  recruiting	  chapter	  Advisor/Mentor	  volunteers.

Persons	  with	  a	  background	  in	  the	  areas	  of	  non-‐pro6it	  organizations,	  fundraising,	  legal	  issues,	  social	  work,	  
health,	  communications,	  accounting	  and	  business	  planning	  are	  needed!	  	  These	  are	  great	  opportunities	  for	  
candidates	  with	  (or	  looking	  to	  gain)	  experience	  working	  with	  people	  with	  developmental	  disabilities	  or	  
who	  are	  looking	  for	  a	  leadership	  opportunity	  in	  advocacy.	  

People	  First	  of	  Nevada	  is	  seeking	  to	  grow	  its	  capacity	  and	  sustainability	  by	  working	  collaboratively	  with	  
students	  and	  professionals	  from	  a	  variety	  of	  occupations	  and	  backgrounds	  across	  the	  state.	  	  Advisor/
Mentor Volunteers	  will	  work	  with	  People	  First	  and	  AmeriCorps	  VISTA	  members	  to	  sustain	  and	  build	  upon	  
chapter	  improvements	  and	  advancements	  made	  for	  people	  with	  intellectual	  and	  developmental	  
disabilities	  throughout	  Nevada.	  	  Advisor/Mentors	  will	  also	  provide	  information	  and	  support	  to	  chapters	  
and	  of6icers	  to	  understand	  how	  to	  run	  the	  chapters	  -‐	  including	  board	  development	  training,	  elections,	  and	  
leadership	  training.

For	  more	  information,	  please	  contact	  the	  People	  First	  VISTA	  member	  assigned	  to	  the	  chapter	  
you’re	  interested	  in	  advising/mentoring.

“Get out there and advocate” by Lavell Tyler

October is Disability Awareness Month.  This is a wonderful time to acknowledge and celebrate 
the many accomplishments and inroads made to improve the lives of people with intellectual and/
or developmental disabilities (IDD) throughout Nevada.  It is also an important time for reflection 
and goal setting, as we work to ensure that our efforts are sustained and lasting.  This is 
particularly important as our sister projects, the Family TIES Youth Transition Project and the 
People First Self-Advocacy Project, involvement lessens and eventually ends in this fifth and final 
year of the AmeriCorps VISTA grant.

Due to the efforts of countless dedicated past and present VISTAs, 9 chapters have been formed 
across the state. This year alone, People First has held over 92 self-advocacy meetings with over 
300 individuals in attendance.  The Youth Transition VISTAs have conducted transition trainings 
and taught over 460 students with IDD about self-advocacy and self-determination in over 35 
schools and community centers across the state.  Whether it's working to help accomplish the 
statewide conference, establishing chapters, or educating the community about disability issues, 
our VISTAs have been committed to the disability community.  Our members have worked 
tirelessly to organize and sustain People First as a statewide organization that effectively 
represents the views and aspirations of people with IDD in Nevada.

Two of AmeriCorps VISTAs core principles are community empowerment and capacity building. 
As our projects come to an end, I'd like to encourage you all to get more involved with your 
chapter's, and your community's, efforts.  It is of upmost importance that you use your collective 
energy and efforts to improve the lives of not only People First members, but the entire disability 
community, locally, statewide, and nationally.  So, if you haven't already, join your local chapter.  
Volunteer for upcoming events.  Get out there and advocate.

Build up the people ("first") and you'll build up your community.
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VISTA Leader Lavell Tyler 
will be completing his term 

of service in early 2012.  
He’s had a wonderful time 
as an AmeriCorps VISTA 
member for the past three 

years and hopes to continue 
working in the non-profit 

sector.

http://www.buddywalk.org
http://www.buddywalk.org
mailto:dsnnninfo@gmail.com
mailto:dsnnninfo@gmail.com


 For the Las Vegas chapter of 
People First of Nevada, the summer of 
2011 will be one to remember. On 
Friday, July 9, the Las Vegas chapter 
had the pleasure of recognizing and 
celebrating our distinguished donors 
from the past year. More than sixty 
people came to the Nevada PEP 
community room, where the event was 
held.  

The event gave our members a chance 
to say “thank you” in person to some of 
the people responsible for the funding 
of our participation in this year’s 
“Advocacy in Action” conference. Also, 

this event gave the donors an 
opportunity to see how much fun we 
have at People First!

Donors were invited into the spotlight 
one at a time, and presented with a lapel 
pin from the Governor’s Council on 
Developmental Disabilities. Guests had 
the opportunity to speak and to pose for 
photos. Among the honored guests in 
attendance were Henderson 
councilwoman Gerri Schroder; Ben 
Ray, accepting for Henderson Civitan 
Club; Karen Taycher, Executive 
Director of Nevada PEP; and 
independent donors Trish Levitt, 
Stephanie Vrsnik, and Mary Lou 
Anderson.

Community partner Paul Gully and 
Vegas chapter’s in-house comedian 

Brian Booher kept the flow as co-
emcees of the event. Guests also 
enjoyed Subway sandwiches, cake, and 
punch.

Las Vegas chapter President Kenneth 
Taycher kicked off the evening with a 
speech welcoming the donors. He also 
delivered a summary of the “Advocacy 
in Action” conference and recounted the 
progress of the chapter over the past 
year.  During the winter and spring, we 
had a groundbreaking campaign to raise 
funds to support our members so that 
they could attend the conference in 
March. With over $1,500 raised to 

support transportation for more than 
thirty of our members to Reno, our 
efforts were successful. 

We also had the opportunity to 
recognize our important People First 
leadership with certificates and 
statements of appreciation. Without the 
hours of work and the compassion and 
energy contributed by Kenneth Taycher, 
Santa Perez, VISTA Leader Lavell 
Tyler, and long-time hospitality chief 
Tim Brown, our Las Vegas chapter 
would not have grown in membership 
and increased the number of activities 
made possible for its participants.

The event was special for me because it 
was my last People First event. After 
three years as a proud member, ally, and 
representative of the NCED, I decided 

to attend law school at Northeastern 
University. 

The members made the event an 
emotional farewell for me, inviting 
many of my colleagues and 
collaborators. My dear friend and 
singing partner Carlos Sierra even 
showed up to sing our signature tune, 
Roger Miller’s “King of the Road.” 
Santa Perez created an awesome 
commemorative book filled with fond 
farewells and words of support and 
encouragement. Kenneth invited others 
to the stage so we had the opportunity 
to say good-bye to individuals in a 

community setting. I was unbelievably 
honored, as the event had so much love 
from so many people who have meant 
so much to me over the years!

I would like to thank you for all of the 
friendship and love these past three 
years. My time with People First and 
the Nevada Center for Excellence in 
Disabilities has taught me much about 
advocacy, compassion, and leadership. I 
know that I leave a large group of 
caring people who will continue to 
motivate, inspire, educate, and advocate 
for an inclusive community and a better 
world.  I will carry these experiences 
with me wherever I go.  People First of 
Nevada will always be a part of me.
 

An	  Evening	  of	  Recognition	  and	  Celebration	  by	  Alex	  Cherup

Alex Cherup poses with Las Vegas Chapter members Tiffany Green, 
Anthony Allen, and  Joanne Broughton 

Henderson Councilwoman Geri Schroder poses with Chapter President 
Kenneth Taycher and People First VISTA/Statewide President Santa 

Perez.
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The views expressed in this newsletter are those of People First of Nevada and not necessarily those 
of AmeriCorps VISTA, the University of Nevada, Reno or the Nevada Center for Excellence in 
Disabilities.

PEOPLE FIRST OF NEVADA THANKS OUR SPONSORS

As citizens of Nevada we have the right to make our own
decisions and to live self-determined lives. 

People First of Nevada expresses the ideas of its members through 
people first language.

www.peoplefirstofnevada.org

People First of Nevada
University of Nevada - Reno
Mail Stop 285
Reno, NV 89557-5285

http://www.peoplefirstofnevada.org
http://www.peoplefirstofnevada.org











