
“We are a family tree of activists,” 
said Alex Cherup, VISTA Supervisor, 
when describing everyone who 
attended the third biennial People 
First of Nevada Conference. There 
was an exciting turnout of 160 
participants at the University of 
Nevada - Reno, Joe Crowley Student 
Union, where the conference was 
held. People from all over the state 
gathered to listen to inspiring stories 
told by those who have advocated for 
themselves and others for disability 
rights.

“Advocacy in Action,” was the title 
of the event. It lasted three days, 
March 6th-8th. People of all ages 
were invited to come. Everyone was 
encouraged to share their thoughts on 

self-advocacy and on the issues that 
people with disabilities have to face 
on a day-to-day basis. “We are 
fighting for our rights,” said Chester 
Finn, keynote speaker. “It’s up to us 
to take action.” We had an 
outstanding group of supporting 
sponsors, exhibitors, presenters, and 
volunteers who helped contribute to 
the success of this conference.

The keynote speakers Kathie Snow, 
Logan and Laurie Olson, Chester 
Finn, and Austin and Christi 
Davenport were all a big hit with 
their touching life stories and 
presentations. The breakout sessions 
were also very informative and left 
lasting impressions on those who 
attended. “I’ve enjoyed all of the 

heartwarming success stories,” said 
Frank Mackin, People First Reno 
chapter member. Everyone had 
twenty-one different sessions to 
choose from.  There were themes 
such as using assistive technology, 
social and economic inclusion, 
employment opportunities, and many 
more. There was a session for just 
about everyone to relate to. “It was 
fun,” said Brianna Hammond, People 
First Reno chapter member. “I feel 
empowered hearing speakers with 
disabilities. Logan’s Magazine was 
my favorite.”

One of the highlights of the 
conference was the talent show. 
There were comedy acts and singing 
and dancing. It was an evening for 

  PEOPLE FIRST STATEWIDE CONFERENCE 2011 : ADVOCACY IN ACTION

	
 In this Issue:
	
 	
 Robert Metts Profile 	
 	
 	
 pg. 5
	
 	
 Chapter Updates 	
 	
 	
 	
 pg. 2
	
 	
 People First Conference 	
 	
 	
 pg. 1
	
 	
 Youth Transition News 	
 	
 	
 pg. 3
	
 	
 VISTA /National Service News 	
 	
 pg. 7

Nevada Center for Excellence in Disabilities
Mail Stop 285

Reno NV 89557
www.nced.info

Self-Advocate
Volume 12                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  May 2011

People First of Nevada

cont. on pg. 3, see “Conference”

http://www.nced.info
http://www.nced.info


2

Carson and Minden
Fitness for 10 is the guest speaker for May. 
They will be talking about how to keep a 
healthy lifestyle. We have talked about recent 
disability laws also. Officer duties have been 
voted on and everyone has done a great job 
doing their tasks. Beginning in June we will 
be having our Minden meetings at the local 
library. 

Elko and Winnemucca
Elko chapter meetings will now be held at 
Griswold Hall in room 153 at 735 Walnut 
Street. April’s speaker was Paulette Cummins 
from Nevada JobConnect.  We also have a 
new VISTA member participating at our 
meetings, Cindy Cummins. Be sure to 
welcome her! 
Scott Carter recently helped at the Tip-a-Cop 
event where they raised over $5,000 for the 
Special Olympics! Go, Scott!
On April 18th we had our monthly meeting 
with an Easter theme! We had a raffle where 
three people walked away with chocolate 
bunnies! Oralia Bravo, Amanda Brownson, 
and Jeff Kuhl congrats! A special “thanks” 
goes to Great Basin College, Dorinda Friez, 
and Stacey Combs for helping acquire our 
new office and meeting space!

Fallon and Fernley
The chapter has been doing a great job at 
reaching out to the community and growing. 
“At the last People First meeting, we voted in 
two new members,” said People First VISTA, 
Carly Walkup. For the past few months the 
meeting topics have been all about self-
determination. “We have been watching a set 

of DVD’s from motivational speaker and self-
advocate, Nick Vujici. He was born without 
arms or legs. The message he sends out is 
amazing and has inspired all the members 
from our chapter to have a good outlook on 
life”.

Las Vegas
Laura L. Renner, Program Analyst and 
Customer Support and Quality Improvement 
Manager for the Transportation Security 
Administration, recently spoke at the People 
First Las Vegas Chapter. Laura and her staff 
talked about going through the airport and 
airport security. This information was 
extremely helpful to the chapter members 
who were preparing to fly to Reno for the 
conference. Look for a new chapter forming 
in Mesquite soon!

Reno/Sparks
Within recent months Reno has had some 
very interesting guest speakers. In January, 
Sherry Manning from the Governor’s Council 
on Developmental Disabilities came to speak 
about the 5-year plan proposal. Jill Gabel 
from Camp Lot’s of Fun did an informative 
presentation about their summer camp. March 
speakers were Scotty Fye and Scott 
Harrington. Scotty talked about service 
animals and the laws and regulations that go 
along with them. Scott presented on 
employment skills and way’s to help keep 
people with disabilities out of sheltered 
workshops. Members of the Transportation 
Security Administration in Reno came and 
talked about our rights and what to expect 
from security at the airport. 

Statewide President Santa Perez speaking at the 
People First Conference

Greetings Friends,

As the statewide president, it was 
important to see many of the People First 
members come together to learn, debate, 
and strategize about the crucial topics 
that we are facing in today’s tough 
economic times. We had a wide variety of 
keynote speakers who intrigued us and 
talked to us about how they had stepped
up and taken charge in their lives and
communities.

All of the keynotes speakers gave unique 
presentations. We also had excellent 
breakout sessions with presenters who 
were knowledgeable and fun.

Overall, I hope that everyone who came 
to this conference took with them new 
perspectives on what self-advocates and 
their families can do when they unite.

- Santa Perez, Statewide President
   Live, Laugh, Love, Advocate.

  FROM THE PRESIDENT

CHAPTER UPDATESStatewide Chapter Meetings

Carson City: 
First Wednesday, 5-7 PM
1009 E. Fifth St.
3rd Floor Conference Room
(775) 687-5162 ext. 328

Elko:
Third Monday, (Call for times)
Griswold Hall
735 Walnut St. Elko NV, 89801
(775) 738-3247

Fallon: 
Third Wednesday, 5-7 PM 
1170 S. Taylor
(775) 428-1385

Fernley: 
First Monday, 4-6 PM
1301 Financial Way
(775) 428-1385

Las Vegas: First Friday 6-7:30 PM
Nevada PEP Office
22101 S. Jones Blvd
(702) 687-5162 ext. 328

Minden: 
Third Friday, 4:30-6:30 PM
Starbucks
1734 U.S. Hwy 395
(775) 687-5162 ext. 328

Reno/Sparks: 
Second Thursday, 5-7 PM
Kietzke Plaza
4600 Kietzke Ln., Suite B111
(775) 682-9060

Winnemucca: 
First Thursday. 5-6 PM
Las Margaritas
47 E. Winnemucca Blvd.
(775) 738-3247
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everyone to relax and watch some 
entertainment. “I had a great time,” said 
Brittani Keefe, VISTA member for the Down 
Syndrome Network of Northern Nevada. 

People First of Nevada would like to give 
special thanks to the Governors Council on 
Developmental Disabilities, UNR and the 
Nevada Center for Excellence in Disabilities' 
Melissa Westphal. The time and effort that it 
took to put this conference together paid off 
and proved that “Advocacy in Action” is 
exactly what Nevada is striving for across 
the state.

People First Conference participants enjoy a bit of down time before the keynote address.

YOUTH TRANSITION PROJECT UPDATES ..

The Youth Transition Project of 
Nevada seeks to help transition- aged 
youth with disabilities to identify their 
interests, skills, and goals.

Young adults learn to translate their 
strengths and passions into possible 
educational opportunities or 
meaningful employment. There are 
Youth Transition Projects in Carson 
City, Elko, Fallon, Las Vegas, and 
Reno/Sparks.

Elko
Cindy Cummins has been 
hired as the new Youth 
Transition Project VISTA in 
Elko. She recently moved to 
Elko from Southern 
California in September. She 
is looking forward to getting 
into the classrooms and 
helping the students believe 
that with enough hard work, 
anything is possible.

Las Vegas
Spring in Southern Nevada 
has been busy and 
productive. Since the 
beginning of February the 
Youth Transition Project 

VISTA Judy Johnston.  has 
made presentations in 14 
different schools. They have 
also made connections with 
the new transition specialists 
who were hired by the Clark 
County School District 
(CCSD)  for this school year. 
Judy attended the CCSD 
Career Day Fair held at the 
East Las Vegas Community 
Center on March 11, and on 
March 16 she attended the 
CCSD Skills U.S.A. 
competition at Cashman 
Field. The project has 
participated in numerous 
community events in 
Southern Nevada, as well.

Reno
YTP VISTA Kathy Rodriguez 
has been working with 5 
schools in the Reno area. 
Travis Mills from the Reno 
People First chapter has also 
been helping with the Youth 
Transition Project lessons and 
has been a great example as 
to what a self-advocate does. 
Kathy recently started going 
to the Reno Boys and Girls 
Club on E. 9th Street to teach 
self-determination skills to a 
younger group of children. 
She will also be participating 
in the summer camps for both 
Washoe and Clark county 
school districts. 

The Family TIES of Nevada’s Youth Transition Jamboree took place on March 17 and 
18, 2011. It was held at the University of Nevada - Las Vegas Student Union Ballroom. 
VISTA Supervisor Alex Cherup, VISTA Leader Lavell Tyler, Youth Transition Project 
VISTA Judy Johnston, and People First Project VISTA Santa Perez enjoyed thought-
provoking presentations, interesting conversations, and good food. 

Mallory Cyr and Joyce Bender were the keynote speakers and engaged the audience 
with humorous, practical, and informative commentary. There were eight lively 
breakout sessions, which focused on health care and education. They related especially 
to youth transition from school to work and/or school to post-secondary education. The 
Las Vegas VISTA team (along with community partners Jessica Felix from Rebuilding 
All Goals Efficiently (RAGE) and Sylvia Milbourn of Bureau of Vocational 
Rehabilitation) presented the breakout session “Where do We Go From Here?: A Look 
at Transition in Nevada.”

FAMILY TIES YOUTH TRANSITION JAMBOREE ..

“Conference”, cont. from pg. 1
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  MEMBER SPOTLIGHT : WHAT INCLUSION MEANS TO ME BY: TRAVIS MILLS

  DOWN SYNDROME NETWORK OF NORTHERN NEVADA NEWS

  UPCOMING EVENTS

Hello. My name is Travis 
Mills. I am an 
AmeriCorps VISTA and 
a member of the People 
First of Nevada Self-
Advocacy Group.

I was in a special 
education class 
throughout my entire 
life. I was not able to be 
included in a regular 
class because of my 
learning disability. The 
separation from my 

friends was really 
upsetting. 

When I got into Galena 
High School, I took 3 
courses that did not have 
any kids with disabilities 
(ceramics and video 
editing class). It changed 
my whole life to be in an 
environment with all 
sorts of different people, 
including people with 
disabilities and without 
disabilities. Being 
around friends without 

disabilities gave me the 
courage to go and work 
independently at places 
where people without 
disabilities work. 
Working in that 
environment made me 
feel really good about 
myself. I felt included 
with other people 
around me. I applied at 
different jobs like the 
grocery business and the 
wrecking yard business. 
There most of the people 
did not have a disability. 

I was included with my 
friends and I felt like I 
didn’t have a disability 
any more. Today, I have 
a job where I get paid 
and I have my own 
house and my own car 
and my own life.

The Down Syndrome 
Network of Northern Nevada 
was pleased to host a 
luncheon for our members 
kicking off the People First 
Conference, Sunday, March 
6th.

After enjoying sandwiches 
and socializing, DSNNN 

members gathered in the 
ballroom to hear Kathie Snow 
deliver the keynote address.

Later in the month of March, 
DSNNN members and 
supporters met at Texas 
Roadhouse to celebrate World 
Down Syndrome Day (3-21), 
and to eat! The Texas 
Roadhouse donated 10% of 
the funds raised that evening 
to the DSNNN.

Since January, DSNNN 
families have been meeting 
monthly, not to raise money, 

or to attend conferences, but 
to support one another. 

On Tuesday, January 4th , the 
first DSNNN family support 
group took place at Advanced 
Pediatric Therapies. Due to 
the exciting turnout, DSNNN 
Family Support Groups have 
since been moved to Nevada 
Early Intervention Services to 
accommodate our growing 
crowd.

The DSNNN is pleased to 
offer a Spanish interpreter, 
trained volunteers to entertain 

the children while family 
members attend the support 
group, and dinner for 
everyone! We welcomed 
Samantha King from Nevada 
PEP to present on "Skills for 
Effective Parent Advocacy" in 
April. The May family support 
group will be the final support 
group until the fall. If you 
would like to attend, please 
R.S.V.P. to 
dsnnninfo@gmail.com or call 
(775)828-5159. Meetings are 
held at 2667 Enterprise Road 
in Reno from 5:45 PM-7:30 
PM

Partnering for Awareness and Community Education (P.A.C.E.) in Elko - May 12th
AmeriCorps Week - May 14th - 21st
Washoe County School District Transition Summer Camp - June 13th-17th
Las Vegas Career Recreational and Vocational Education (C.R.A.V.E.) Summer Camp - 
June 26th - 30th
Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities Meeting - June 2nd. Contact 
Diana Peachay 775-684-8619 for information.

mailto:dsnnninfo@gmail.com
mailto:dsnnninfo@gmail.com
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 Discrimination is a battle that 
people with disabilities face constantly. It 
can be disheartening hearing the word “no” 
because you are different. The saying 
“never say never,” is often easier said than 
done. Robert Metts, Ph.D., is a well-
respected Economics professor at the 
University of Nevada - Reno and a world-
traveling advocate for people with 
disabilities. His experiences growing up 
with a disability have informed and helped 
him make a big impact on lives of others. 
A look at Dr. Metts’s life proves that 
having a disability doesn’t have to stop one 
from having a “normal” life, or in his case, 
an extraordinary one.

At the age of 18 months, Metts contracted 
polio, a viral disease that can affect nerves 
and lead to paralysis. As a result, he had to 
use an iron lung for 6 months. While Metts 
was still in treatment, a hospital 
administrator and someone from the state 
asked his family to sign him over to an 
institution for people with disabilities. The 
Mettses had high expectations for their 
son, an institution was not one of them and 
they never signed him over. “Anger is 
appropriate when things like this are 
happening to you,” he says. When his 
treatment was complete, his left arm had 
little movement and his right leg was left 
so weak that it required many more 
surgeries throughout his childhood.

As a child, Metts attended a “handicapped 
elementary school”. “It had very little 
education to it. We played a lot of games. 
It was very kind and loving but we were 
never given any bookwork”, he says. 
During this time, his parents came up with 
a plan for him to teach himself arithmetic. 
The plan worked. Metts’ parents asked if 
he could be tested out of 3rd grade 
handicap class, which he did but the 4th 
grade teacher wanted nothing to do with 
him. Luckily a 5th grade teacher stepped in 
and offered to take Metts in. He skipped 
4th grade and went right into 5th. “Mr. 
Hanson was my teacher for 2 years. He 
saved my life.”

Upon entering junior high, Metts was 
again put into a class for disabled students. 
The administration was afraid other 
students would knock him down while 
walking to classes. Metts would only be in 
that class for two weeks, however. “I can 
still remember Room 33,” says Metts. 
“They figured it would be better to give me 
no education. I remember . . . It was like 
elementary school. Every time classes 
would change, my friends would wave in 
the window at me. The district 
administrator made the mistake of saying 
to my dad, “Sir you have to understand 
that’s just the way it is.” I was out of that 
class by the end of that week.” 

For the rest of junior and all of high 
school, Metts was able to attend “normal” 
classes. It was still a bit of a struggle 
physically.

Metts attended junior college in Hayward, 
CA. He later transferred to San Jose State 
College. Neither school had any handicap 
accessibility or parking. Metts tried talking 
San Jose State’s administration, but they 
told him there was nothing they could do. 
This was very discouraging. “I would 
literally have to figure out where the 
closest parking was to my class and wait 
for as long as an hour for it to open up. It 
was a total crisis.” Metts came up with the 
idea of using a golf cart to get around but 
was once again denied by the 

administration. “They said it was against 
school code.” A friendly school janitor let 
him use an elevator key so that he could go 
from floor to floor with more ease. When 
the administration found out, the janitor 
was fired. Metts grew hopeless and 
depressed. “I thought I was never going to 
get a college education. I’d hit my limit.” 
Metts’s goal was to graduate college, but 
he didn’t know how he was ever going to 
get the help he needed to do it. He 
gradually stopped going to classes because 
of the struggle it took to get to them.

A couple of high school friends had heard 
about Metts’ hardships at San Jose and 
encouraged him to apply at Berkley, a very 
disability friendly campus. One of the 
friends was able to arrange a meeting with 
Dean Betty Nealy. Though certain he 
would never get accepted, Metts figured it 
couldn’t hurt to try. During the meeting, he 
told the dean about his time in San Jose. 
Baffled, she assured him that none of that 
would be a problem at Berkley. Not only 
did it offer an excellent education, but it 
was also accepting of all. Metts applied 
and was accepted. Everything possible was 
done in order to accommodate him. The 
school even gave him a golf cart to use 
around school and town. Metts says, “I 
went from being this guy who could barely 
get around to this completely free guy. 
Never in my life had I envisioned going to 
a fancy college. No one in my family ever 
went to college. Betty Nealy changed my 
life.”

At Berkley, a group of students with 
quadriplegia asked Metts to help write a 
grant. He did not want to get involved, 
until he was told there would be free pizza, 
beer, and a poker game afterwards. Despite 
his experiences growing up, Metts had 
little association with others with 
disabilities.  Helping with the grant opened 
a whole new world. “I met all sorts of 
super rowdy disabled people,” he said. 
“We were really radical.” The grant led to 
the establishment of the Disabled Students 
Program at Berkley, which provided 
services and supports.  “When we opened

    DR. ROBERT METTS : FIGHTING FOR WHAT’S RIGHT

“They figured it would
be better to give me no 

education.  I remember ... 
It was like elementary 

school. Every time classes 
would change, my friends 

would wave in the 
window at me…”

- Robert Metts

cont. pg 6, See “Metts”
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When I first heard that I would be 
going to the A.D.D. (Administration 
on Developmental Disabilities) 
conference, I was nervous about what 
I would have to say or do. This was 
such a prestigious event that I did not 
want to mess it up. Advocating is the 
most crucial part of life!  Speaking up 
for yourself and others to help 
improve the quality of life is 
important, but even more important is 
knowing how, when, and where the 
time is right to speak up.  Any time is 
a good time to stand up  and be 
counted  for what you believe in, but 
in order to do that, you must be aware 
of important issues that are 
influencing your state.   It was an 
honor to be at the A.D.D. summit in 
Los Angeles with such great minds.  I 
felt privileged to have been chosen to 
go to this historic event.  Contributing 
with such influential people was 

inspiring, amazing, and wonderful.  To 
be effective, just be yourself, know 
what is important to you, and speak 
out.

Only a handful of important, 
influential people came from six 
states:  Utah, New Mexico, Arizona, 
California, Oregon, and Nevada.  It 
was a gathering of great minds 
coming together to improve their 
states with their suggestions. We 
discussed how the A.D.D. can 
improve their policies and what the 
A.D.D. is. I was part of a dedicated 
group of people who protest for the 
rights of people with disabilities (like 
you and me).  The conference was 
held in numerous meeting rooms in 
the hotel.  We banded together, 
forming teams and alliances with 
other people at the conference. In the 
break-out rooms where we 
deliberated, there were people writing 
down our comments.  I was voted to 
be the reporter for the group, which 
was exciting. I got to go on stage to 
present to the crowd on what we had 
talked about, and I gave the verdict by 
microphone.  Wow!  I also created a 
perfect slogan that matched the theme 
of the conference with our state of 
Nevada: “I say N – E –V, you say A-
D-A!” I started chanting it, and then 
all of the attendees joined in 
enthusiastically.  It was terrific and an 
amazing feeling to think that I had 
such a positive impact at the 

conference! I had a great time there. I 
was involved with something bigger 
than myself.    I was speaking up for 
the people with disabilities in Nevada. 
At the meetings we learned valuable 
lessons about how far good 
collaboration can go, and we found 
that a lot of us have similar concerns 
for our state and had come together 
for one reason - to work hard together.  
Even though the conference only 
lasted two days, I felt like we really 
worked hard and collaborated well.  
While I was there, I met the original 
lady who started the very first chapter 
of People First.  She was from 
Oregon.

It was a wonderful feeling to use our 
personal skills to help make new 
policies. After the conference was 
over, I felt proud that I had a hand in 
suggesting ideas to the A.D.D. so they 
can better help us. It was an 
empowering feeling to be one of the 
minds that helped to shape Nevada’s 
future.

It was a wonderful feeling to use our 
personal skills to help make new 
policies. After the conference was 
over, I felt proud that I had a hand in 
suggesting ideas to the A.D.D. so they 
can better help us. It was an 
empowering feeling to be one of the 
minds that helped to shape Nevada’s 
future.

 the program, people with disabilities started pouring in,” Metts says. “It was the cool 
place to be if you were disabled.”  Even non-students wanted to join the program.  
That wasn’t allowed, so the group applied for another grant to create a Center for 
Independent Living (CIL), which would provide supports and services to ALL people 
with disabilities. There are now Centers for Independent Living all over the United 
States.  In addition to forming the CIL, Metts helped create the Rest Home Round Up 
Program for disabled students who didn’t meet all the university’s requirements and 
mentored numerous students, with and without disabilities

Metts had some of the best years of his life at Berkley. When asked about his 
experiences growing up and in college, he says, “I was kind of a pissed off radical 
guy at the time. Hair down to my shoulders, angry Berkley kid...  It was the most fun 
I ever had in my life.” For the past 25 years, Metts has been teaching and working 
with international organizations in Third World countries.  He’s worked with the 
United Nations, the U.S. Agency for International Developments, and the World 
Bank. His life is a wonderful example of how one can do anything with enough 
motivation and drive. Almost anyone would be inspired by his story.  To Dr. Metts, 
it’s just life.

Professor Metts speaking at the University of Nevada-Reno 
commencement exercises in 2007

  ENVISIONING THE FUTURE - KENNETH TAYCHER TALKS A.D.D. SUMMIT

“Metts”, cont. from page 5
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  NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK

  NEVADA NATIONAL SERVICE LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

  ONE WILD NIGHT WITH BON JOVI

On April 14th NCED VISTA 
Leader Lavell Tyler joined 
community partners from 
Catholic Charities for the 
Celebrate Seniors event at 
the East Las Vegas 
Community and Senior 
Center. Approximately 300 
seniors were honored as part 
of National Volunteer week 
for the work they do in 
Senior Corps programs. 
Lavell helped show 
appreciation to senior 
national service members by 
assisting in a special 
recognition event and 

luncheon whose theme was 
Casablanca. Never one to 
miss the opportunity for a 
corny movie one-liner, Lavell 
stated, “I always have a great 
time hanging out with the 
Senior Corps national service 
members. I think this was the 
beginning of some beautiful 
friendships.”
On Saturday, April 16th, 
NCED Youth Transition 
Project VISTA member Judy 
Johnston participated in the 
National Volunteer Week 
Saddle Up event hosted by 
Spirit Therapies, an 

organization in which riders 
with Down’s Syndrome, MS, 
Muscular Dystrophy, 
Angelman’s Syndrome, 
spinal cord injuries, and 
other disabilities experience 
the expansion of their worlds 
through the magic of 
connecting with horses. Judy 
was trained to work with and 
groom therapeutic horses in 
addition to learning how to 
work with Special Needs 
riders. About the event Judy 
stated, "It was inspiring to 
see people with disabilities 
enjoying horseback riding. 

Their increased confidence, 
mobility, joy, and the ability 
to see life from a different 
perspective (literally) were 
obvious."

NCED/Family TIES VISTA 
Leader Lavell Tyler was one of 
25 national service members 
from 10 projects throughout 
the state who participated in 
the inaugural Nevada National 
Service Leadership Institute 
(NNSLI).

The event took place April 5-7, 
2011, at Camp Galilee on the 
shores of Lake Tahoe.  The 
participants gathered to act as 
a think tank and discuss issues 
that affect the state of national 
service and leadership in 

Nevada.  Topics discussed 
included: "What
is Leadership?,” 
"Communication/Conflict 
Resolution,", "Community 
Problem-Solving," "Inspiration 
During Challenging Times," 
and "Situational Leadership.”  
Members also worked on state 
group projects that focused on 
developing a NNSLI council, 
conservation and education in 
Nevada, increasing 
collaboration between 
AmeriCorps programs/
projects, and increasing the 
state's low volunteer rate.  

Participants also completed 
several service projects at the 
camp.

NNSLI was a tremendous 
success. Many connections 
were made among projects and 
participants alike. The 
commentary, feedback, critical 
thinking, and energy was 
inspiring and will help to 
shape the future of this event 
and of national service in 
Nevada.

NV AmeriCorps. Pictured (l-r): Kaylee Harker, Jessica Perlick, Lavell Tyler, 
and Sala Small.  Not pictured: Sabra McWhirter

Nevada national service members partnered with the Jon Bon Jovi Soul 
Foundation (JBJSF) Saturday, March 19th, in Las Vegas at the MGM 
Grand Garden Arena to help promote volunteerism and President 
Obama's call to all Americans to participate in our nation's recovery and 
renewal by serving in their communities.

AmeriCorps members Kaylee Harker of the Nye Communities 
Coalition, Sabra McWhirter of the Public Education Foundation and 
Jessica Perlick of Legal AidCenter of Southern Nevada joined VISTA 
member Sala Small of the United Labor Agency of Nevada (ULAN) and 
VISTA Leader Lavell Tyler of the NCED/Family TIES VISTA project 
for "one wild night” of outreach. The team passed out information on 
JBJSF, the United We Serve initiatives, and AmeriCorps programs.

Concertgoers were asked to sign a pledge to volunteer in their local 
communities. Those who signed the pledge received a free JBJSF/ 
United We Serve wristband.  After distributing thousands of informative 
flyers and acquiring hundreds of pledges, the national service members 
joined the over 10,000 fans and rocked out to the sounds of Bon Jovi... 
for nearly 3 hours!
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PEOPLE FIRST OF NEVADA THANKS OUR SPONSORS

As citizens of Nevada we have the right to make our own
decisions and to live self-determined lives. 

People First of Nevada expresses it’s ideas of it’s members through 
people first language.

www.peoplefirstofnevada.org

People First of Nevada
University of Nevada - Reno
Mail Stop 285
Reno, NV 89557-5285

 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
    The Matley Foundation

   The views expressed in this newsletter are those of People First of Nevada and not necessarily those of our sponsors 

http://www.peoplefirstofnevada.org
http://www.peoplefirstofnevada.org

