
June 7, 2012
 
 
Mr. Christopher Ripke
Reno, NV 89502-1763
 
Dear Mr. Ripke:
 
Thank you for contacting me regarding the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. I appreciate hearing from you.
 
As someone whose life was transformed by education, I understand the importance of providing our schools with the resources 
and tools that they need to succeed. During my time in Congress, I have made it a priority of mine to support additional resources 
and improve educational opportunities for students with disabilities.
 
Congress passed the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (P.L. 108-446) in the 108th Congress, which called 
for the federal government to honor its commitment to the states by providing 40 percent of the funding towards the cost of 
special education. After several years of a decreasing federal share, through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (P.L. 
111-5), I helped ensure that the federal share of special education costs is at its highest level ever, and resulting in nearly $75 
million for special education programs in Nevada's schools over the last two school years. However, there is still more to do to 
meet the federal commitment.
 
You may be interested to know, on July, 21 2011, Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA) introduced the IDEA Full Funding Act (S.
1403).This bill would amend the IDEA Act to reauthorize appropriations through Fiscal Year 2012 for grant programs that states 
rely on in order to provide special education services to children with disabilities. The bill is currently under consideration by the 
Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. As a strong supporter of IDEA programs and of the need to provide 
meet the federal government's funding commitment for IDEA, please know that I will keep your views in mind should the full 
Senate take up this bill. 
Again, thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts with me. For more information about my work for Nevada, my role in 
the United States Senate Leadership, or to subscribe to regular e-mail updates on the issues that interest you, please visit my Web 
site at http://reid.senate.gov. I look forward to hearing from you in the near future.
 
My best wishes to you.
 
Sincerely,
HARRY REID
United States Senator
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